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70 Als GRACE 
Tux DUKE or LEEDS, PaxsIDbEZNr, 
THE VICE PRESIDENTS, 
THE COMMITTEE, 
AND THE WHOLE BODY OF SUBSCRIBERS, 


_ TO THAT MOST EXCELLENT INSTITUTION, THE 


Phllanthropic-Soclety, 


FOR PREVENTING THE CRIMES 
Ap CORRECTING THE VICES 
OF THE PROFLIGATE POOR, 


FOR WHOSE BENEFIT THIS FEEBLE ATTEMPT 
WAS MADE, 


Ad TO THE 


VERY WORTHY AND RESPECTABLE PERSONS 


INHABITING THE PARISH OF 


ST. PET-E#- LA POOR, 


IN BROAD.-STREET, LONDON, 
BEFORE WHOM IT WAS CARRIED INTO EFFECT, 
THIS 


E 


Is MOST RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED 


8 


=. 
THEIR OBEDIENT SERVANT, 


 Newington-Butts, Surry, THE AUTHOR. 
May 10, 1793 | | 
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s. LUKE, Cray, XIII. Vanzn 9. 
op Aud if i bear Fruit, well. 
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F the views of our great Creator are intended to be 

brought to perfection, in his own good time, by the 
humble endeavours of man, it is the duty and it ought to be 
the inclination of man to obſerve, with attention, (and to 
make ſuch obſervation the object of his unwearied perſeve- 
rance,) whatever appears moſt likely to enſure to him * 
8 of his Maker. 


*** 


"Our 
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Our bleſſed Saviour hath told us, that mere declarations of 
unlimitted reverence are not the only ſteps to happineſs and 
God's favour; not every one that faith, unto me, Lord ! 


„Lord! ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that 


« docth the will of my Father, which is in heaven.“ 


Juſtice, beneficence, mercy, loving-kindneſs, and forgive- 
nels, conſtituted the moſt diſtinguiſhed parts in the character 
of Jeſus Chriſt. — He came into the world to fave finners 
every part of his cõhduct, every hour of his mortal exiſtence, 
from his attainment to maturity to his death, was conſecrated 
by ſome act of | benevolence 23 wc Go, 250 un no more.“ 
„Thy fins are forgiven thee.” © Take up thy bed and 


walk.“ Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy- 


laden, and I will give you reſt.” * Take my yoke upon 
« ye, and learn of me; for, 1 am meek and lowly of heart, 
* and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls; for, my yoke is 
« eaſy, and my burden is light.” He came, He ſaw, He 
conquered fin in his own perſon, He ſubjected himſelf to 
inſult and to a cruel death, that He might riſe again for the 
3 of man. 


Ay every action « his life he ooh, that 200d could come 
out of Nazareth; that the © ſon of the carpenter” (as he 
was called by the ſceptics of that day, and would to God it 
had not extended to thoſe of the preſent time) was capable 


of 


we#S& 5 


of the adminiſtration of comfort, not only to the body, but 
to the ſoul, of man. — We ſhould, therefore, as far as the 
imbecillity of our nature will allow us, endeavour to merit 
the approbation of our God, by labouring to do good in our 
ſeparate, our relative, and collective, ſtations ; let us be 
<< pitiful,” the common cuftams of the world will teach us to 
by * courteous,” 


The pn from which the text is taken, is a moſt 3 
ful and important example of the conduct which ſhould be ob- 
ſerved towards thoſe who have hitherto been uſeleſs members 
of ſociety. — It. evinces how far ſupetior the prevention of 
crimes is to the infliction of puniſhment on . 


On many 1 the Saviour of mankind declared, 5 He 
te came not to call the righteous, but fnners, to repentance z” 
and his condeſcending to aſſociate with publicans and ſinners 
was upon this principle of benevolence. The parable; from 
which the text is taken, is thus related: | 


« A certain man had a fig-tree planted in his vineyard, 
« and he came and ſought fruit thereon, and found none: 
« then ſaid he unto the dreſſer of his vineyard, behold theſe 
« three years I come ſeeking fruit of this fig-tree and find 
„ none; cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground? And 
, © 6; anſwering, ſaid unto him, let it alone this year alſo, till 
cc I 


J 


(8) 
« 1 ſhall dig about it and _ it; and, if it bear fruit, 
46 well. 1 1 : a7 


- - 7 


Ffom theſe words I ſhall infer, 3 in hb firſt RI that our 


1 bleſſed Saviour has left to ſinners a comfortable remedy a- 
_ gainſt abſolute deſpair. 


- Secondly, that if, according to St. Lis: ſinners, of what- 
ever deſcription, may be allowed to hope for forgiveneſs; next 
to the detection of our own miſdeeds, we ſhould feel a ſolici- 
tude that others may enjoy the like happy deliverance with 
ourſelves. os 1 


A laſtly, I ſhall, in 3 with my a and i in- 
clination upon the preſent occaſion, recommend to your pro- 
tection and ſupport an inſtitution founded on principles, 
which have juſtly diſtinguiſhed it, and t it to * 5 
N of the * Society. 


Firſt, a our Saviour hos left to ſinners a comfortable 
remedy againſt abſolute deſpair; a remedy to every one who | 
has left himſelf time for amendment, who has any juſt re- 
fiction of mind, any real deſire to recover the health of his 
ſoul. What leſs can be gathered from the ſweet moral ſo 
charmingly diſplayed in the diſtinct parables of the loſt 
ſheep, the loſt piece of filver, the prodigal ſon, and that 
of the g- tree, which I have choſen as the ſubject of this diſs. 
courſe. The poor and uninformed were the particular ob- 
RES: jects 


„5 


jette of his attention. It was to them he graciouſly conde- 
ſcended to explain the nature of his divine miſſion; and, 
though we ſometimes find him accepting the 1 invitations of 
the affluent, yet, in many of his diſcourſes, and particularly 
in his. hiſtory of the rich man and Lazarus, and the moral 
of the ſower, he lays a great ſtreſs upon the danger to which 
thoſe are expoſed, who are too much engroſſed by the defire 
of riches, and the good things of this world; and, in the con- 
cluſion of the narration of the e eee with which Gd 
threatened the rich man, whoſe avarice uſurped the place of 
gratitude, Thou fool, this night ſnall thy ſoul be required 
« of thee;” he ſays, © So is he who layeth up n n 
** himſelf, and is not rich towards God. FS : 


#: 


And again. . Ps a moſt Spine e to his dit. 
ciples upon the conduct of the ruler, who aſked him, What 
« ſhall I do to inherit eternal life? He had arrogated to, 
himſelf the merit of a ſtrict obſervance of the command- 
ments from his youth: All theſe have 1 kept from my 
« youth up;” yet, when the one thing which he lacked was 
recommended to him by the Son of God, and that one thing 
charity, he went away forrowful : — for why ? he was very rich, 
He had not reſolution to accept the invitation of his Saviour: 
„ Sell all that thou haſt and diſtribute unto the poor, and 
% thou ſhalt have treaſure, in heaven, and come, follow me.” 
The viee of avarice throughout the whole hiſtory of our 
Saviour's life, and the writings of the apoſtles, is ſeverely | 

182 B freprobated, 
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he; and, for this reaſon, it is 'the leaſt Vikely to be 
reformed. Remorſe and repentance attend the commiſſion 


. of moſt other faults ; but the defire or immoderate love of 


wealth is like a conſuming fire, and devoureth every reflec- 
tion which oppoſeth itſelf to its voracious approach. Our 
Lord, upon this occaſion, was very forrowfal; he ſaid, 
Ho hard is it for a rich man to go into the kingdom of 
« God; and it is eaſier for a camel to go through the eye of 
« a needle than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
* God.” — © And they, that heard it, ſaid, Who then can be 
« ſaved?” And he faid, The things which are impoſſible 


Vith men are poſſible with God.” The Son of God de- 


monſtrated by this, his doctrine and practice, the pardoning 
mercy of God: that mercy, which, like the dew of heaven, 
was to revive and refreſh the whole repenting world; a 


mercy which was worthy of him who came, not only to 


confirm and ſtrengthen that which was already good, but 


more eſpecially to ſeek and fave that which was erring ; 10 


more, en 1 was oft 5 


There is not a man amongſt us without numerous failings; 
I fear I may go farther, and fay, without ſome wilful fins. But 
it is not to be doubted, that, as we endeavour after the amend. 


ment of theſe, as we refine and improve ourſelves in good- 


neſs, it is to the proportional i joy of all good men on earth, 
and of the angels in heaven. To obtain remiffion of ſin, 


unfeigned repentance is neceſſary; it is indiſpenſable, and 


| cannot 


En 
cannot be too ſtrongly enjoined, on all: without repentance; 
that great work of regeneration cannot commence, without 
which there can be no ſalvation. This our Lord exprellly 
declares in his ' converſation with Nicodemus z ** Unleſs a 
e man be born again he eannot enter into the kingdom of 
« God.” The only poſſible proof of this regeneration is 
repentance, whereby, we forſake fin with a determined pur - 
poſe to avoid evil; and in this our ſpiritual warfare, if we 
conſtantly and faithfully rely upon and look towards our 
en W bell wer fail to be nn 


dent i ataling: to gaint Luke, Linmers; of what- 
ever deſcription, may be allowed to hope for fargiveneſs, 
next to the detection of our own miſdeeds, we ſhould. feel 

a ſolicitude that others may enjoy the, like Ray 
with ourkdies, {Ik | 2 

„Whbsbe ws peeſong - are brought: to. Woo a proper 
Gene of the enormity of ſinning againſt the Lord, they will 
pot: fail to repreſent! to others what beneficial effects haye 
reſulted from the change wrought upon them; and to per- 
ſons of this deſcription it will afford the higheſt gratifica- 
tion to reſcue any fellow - creature from that ry and 
deſtruction which vice inevitably produces. e live in F 
country where the Chriſtian religion is eſtabliſhed: we pro- 
feſs to believe in that fared word, whence all true doctrine ig 
nn ; we have all been baptized into the faith of our 
B 2 N Lord 


74 a; ) Fen. 5 
Lord Jeſus chriſt; and all of us, 1 eras; hs: recognized 
our belief in his divine perſon, his inimitable precepts and 
, commandments. But, my brethren, to be Chriſtians indeed 
it behoves us to imitate, as far as is poſſible, by his divine 
aid, his bleſſed example. He was always doing good: and 
the meaner and more deplorable the objecb, the more readily was 
he excited to extend bis aid. Let us do ſo from a principle 
of love to him, and we ſhall aſſuredly receive treaſure in 
heaven. To incite us the more to acts of compaſſion and 
| benevolence towards thoſe who require it, God has conde- 
ſcended to become our immediate debtor : Solomon tells us, 
_ « whoſo giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord;“ this is 
5 lending at an intereſt-· compound beyond all poſſible calcu- 
5 lation, and where numerical figures would be multiplied 
071 , Teries beyond the power of / computation, — From what 
has been before obſerved refpeQing ricbes, let it not be ima- 
gined that I would infer, ail thoſe who poſſeſs ſuch are 
contaminated with the vice of avarice ; ſuch an idea was 
moſt remote from my mind, and it would be a breach of 
charity to make ſuch an implication: it would be a moſt 
flagrant piece of injuſtice to my country at this period, when 
public charity and private beneficence alike attract the no- 
tice of all ſtrangers, and excite the gratitude of ſuch as 
partake of the liberal bounty. No! I conſider riches: as a 
facred depoſit, by which the wants and miſeries of others may 
be relieved, and, in the preſent inſtance, where vice may be 
_ and, with theſe views, every honeſt endeavour to 
CY 4 attain 
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attain CY net cas juſt, but nine yea, our Lord 
enjoins us ; © Make to yourſelves friends of the Mammon of 
unrighteouſneſs. But, if the application and improve- 
ment of wealth, which I have mentioned, is neglected; a 
weighty account will the poſſeſſors have to render; for, we 
muſt not only account for ſins committed by ourſelves, but 
every evil towards others, which, by the intervention of any 
means in our power, we might have averted. This laſt conſide- 
ration is of more extent and importance than is in general 
imagined; and, were it duly obſerved, we ſhould ſpeedily 
diſcern moſt beneficial effect in ſociety, and manifold crimes, 
now daily committed, would ceaſe for ever to oa wort 
onier in the em of Chriſtians. 180 2 3904 


Lach, 1 ſhall, 3 in . with my fury 2 50 
tion, upon the preſent occaſion, recommend to your pro- 
tection and ſupport an inſtitution, - founded on principles 
which have juſtly diſtinguiſhed it, and entitled it to _ ap- 
pellation of The amen SUCIETY.. Sh 


| a: all the abend which human wiſdom 8 
| Ne benevolence have deviſed, this Ixs TI Turo, for the 
Promotion of Induſtry and the Reform of the criminal 
Poor, holds a diſtinguiſhed, if not a pre- eminent, plape. 
It is calculated to produce all the ſalutary effects to which 
the text alludes. Suffer me, therefore, to call your atten- 
tion to the moſt important end of preventing and reclaiming 
vice 


a, * 
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8 


64 
vice in young perſons, which this plan was conſtructed to 


We cannot look round, and ſurvey the community of 


to ſuppreſs: and, amongſt thoſe who ſuffer an ignominious 
death,” how many are there, who, if early withdrawn from 
their aſſociates in evil, and theſe, perhaps, tbe very authors of 


their exiſtence, or neareſt kindred, might have become uſeful 


members of ſociety. The contagion of evil example, at an 


early time of life, is ſuch as can but very ſeldom be with- 


_ Saint Paul obſerves, that evil communications 
corrupt good manners: what then can be expected of 


thoſe, who, from their birth, have nothing exhibited to 


their view but ſcenes of profligacy and wickedneſs, and, on 
the firſt dawning of the infant intellect, are drawn into the 


ciples of iniquity, which, from the imbecility of human na- 
ture, are acquired with greater eaſe than thoſe which are 
good? What our Lord obſerves, that there is more joy 
in heaven over one ſinner that repenteth than ninety-nine 
<- juſt perſons,” is eſpecially applicable to the preſent ſub- N 
jet: and, whilſt in this lower world, we can only faintly 
conceive what may be the joy of immaterial beings on con- 


templating the reſcue of their fellow-immortals from deſ- 


—— and — being received into the regions of hap- 
un 


which we are members, without deploring the prevalence of 5 
crimes, which all the inflictions of the law prove inadequate 


beguiling paths of vice, and early initiated in the firſt prin- 


"I WF 
pineſs, yet bes judgement may be formed from raten 

of the heart-felt pleafure which thoſe,” contributin g to this 
inſtitution, muſt enjoy when they reflect that, out of thoſe aſſiſted 
and trained up in honeſt induſtry by their bounty, many, it is to 
be feared, would have degraded their nature by the commiſſion. of © 
erimes, and ſome would have been untimely cut off as noxious to 
ſociety : and, after the period of the mortal exiſtence of thoſe, 
now. the objects of this charity, it behoves us to hope the 


whole becomes partakers in eternal happineſs; z for, our Lord 
hath fad, i Fear not, little ock! for it is * Father's | 


* e to ous you the PO” 


As this inſtitution ftrikes at the very root of the evils with 
which the community 1s infeſted, as religion, morality, buma- 
nity, and policy, all unite to recommend its extenſion far be- 
yond what hath been as yer practicable: to urge incentives 
or adduce farther arguments to prevail with you to intereſt 
yourſelves in its ſucceſs, would be implicating that you belie 
your profeſſion, and retain only the name of Chriſtians, with- 
out poſſeſſing that principle of charity, which is indiſpenſable | 
to the conſtitution of a diſciple of Chriſt: © If ye love me, 
keep my commandments :” and of theſe commandments 
in the New Teſtament the fecond is, to love our neighbours as 
ourſelves ; and of courſe it is to be underftood, that to thoſe, 
who no require our aid, it ſhould be eſpecially extended: 
« the whole have no need of a phyſician, but they. who are 
At.“ Let us hope, that the time is not far diſtant, -when, 


by 
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by the efforts of his infiitution, and others ſimilar to it, we 
ſhall ſee the kingdom of darkneſs looſing its influence by a 


_ reformation of manners amongſt the lower order of people; 


and thoſe crimes, which now ſtalk 'abroad at noon=day, defy- 


ing the vigilance. of the executive power, ſhall be baniſhed 
from our land, and honeſt induſtry, ſobriety, and religious 
attention to their duty, ſhall be * to inbadit the 2 
haunts of villany. 0 e 


2 


The 8 of 1 forward nth in all e! coun- 
tries, from the remoteſt antiquity, has ever been an object 
of the firſt conſideration: for, on that important circum- 
ſtance does the happineſs and proſperity, yea, the very exiſ- 
tence of a ſtate, depend. To deplore what is paſt and irre- 
mediable is unavailing; but, had an inſtitution, ſimilar to 
the preſent, exiſted long ago, I have no doubt our commu- 
nity,would have exhibited a very different aſpe& from the 
preſent. This leads me to advert to the frequency of our 
capital puniſhments, which has ſo much excited the atten - 


tion, and too juſtly the ſevere reflection, of foreigners, . It 


hath been obſerved, (whether truly .or not I will not take 
upon me to decide,) that, upon an average, more are con- 
ſigned to an ignominious death in this country, in one year, 
than in all the reſt of Europe in the ſame time. Far be it 
from my intention to arraign our criminal laws as ſanguina- 
ry; they conſtitute a part of that code which is the ſubject 
of univerſal admiration, and which has ſerved as an example 

1 
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for the model of others. Were I to. ſay, that, as a nation, 
we are more depraved than others, I ſnould alike. violate the 
truth, and do an injury to my own feelings and perſuaſion. 
The criminal code is rarely employed, except in caſes of delin- 
quency, among the .loweſt. order - of ſociety. Trace the objects 
againſt whom the laws are exerted to their utmoſt, and 
with their moſt rigid ſeverity; inſtitute an inquiry into the 
cauſes why ſo many depredations are committed on the pub» 
lic, and it will be found that by far the 3 of the cul- 
prits are brought up without religious edu tion, or indeed 
any education whatever: who, precluded. the, advantage of 
knowing the limits preſcribed. to right. . Wrong. often 

treſpaſs on the laws in à degree of which they axe. not con: 
ſcious, and entail on themſelves miſeries, whic had, they 
| foreſeen, would have reſtrained them within the bounds of 
juſtice, I do not mean that the fear of puniſhment, would 
have proved the prevention of crimes, but that the far higher 
and more noble principle of a ſenſe of duty and moral obli- 
gation would have cauſed many to adhere to that line of. 
duct which would have rendered the laws ſalutary for t 
protection, inſtead of arming thoſe Very laws with en 
for chern e = 


11 is 1 to 1 the importance of 1 e in⸗ 
tegrity, and to endeavour. to convince all, (who are not im- 
penetrable to conviction, and beyond a poſſibility of being 


reclaimed,) that to be good 1 is to be happy. 
C In 
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In pbliticat ſpechiliitns, we bent wb of a doe dent 
dts for the melioration of our national condition ; may 


* 


this be extended to a reform of a moral nature, by reclaiming 


offenders, an d preventing thoſe who are in imminent danger 


from becoming fo! And as eſſential benefit will be derived 


to the ſtate, [1 firmly believe, by this meaſure, as by all that 


the ableſt politician can deviſe reſpecting the repreſentation 


of the people. Inculeate the principles of religion, virtue, 
and induſtry, into the minds of the poor, and you will have 


| nothing to apprehend from any Principles, however dange- 
rous in themſelves, which may be offered to ſeduce them 


from their Mm to the FRO or their obedience 0 . 


Jaws. | 12 | - 


Many of the patrons of ey benebiftois: to the pref 


inſtitution are in the important characters of Rgiſlators; 1 


wiſh all, that are ſo, were added to the preſent number; for, 
r capacity, they are peculiarly called upon to promote 
whatever has' a tendency toward the welfare of the fate, and 
I'know not another inſtitution amongſt us fo directly calcula- 
ted for that purpoſe: and I fondly anticipate, that, when 
the vaſt importance of this inſtitution 1s univerſally diſcerned, 
and its ſalutary effects manifeſted by the diminution of of- 
fenders, there will not be an individual, in decent: citcum- 
ſtances, who will not contribute towards its extenſion and 
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_ ſupport, until there is not a fingle dhe remaining, who 
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1f, nN we would pee Seti worthy the db. | 
lation of Ch riſtians, let us aid the apparently-barren tree, 
and, if it bear fruit, well. Let us hope and pray to become 
partakers of that happineſs which Chriſt has promiſed to 
ſuch as love Him, and keep his commandments.” What 
He addreſſed to his immediate friends and followers, whilſt 
on earth, is alike applicable to us: Me you have not al- 
% ways, but the poor you have;” © and whoſoever giveth 
% to one of theſe little ones, in my name, giveth unto 
„ me.” And whoſo ſhall receive one ſuch little child in 
1% my name receiveth me,” 


Recommending moſt earneſtly what I have been led to re- 
mark on this occaſion to your ſerious attention, I perſuade 
and flatter. myſelf that every one preſent will ſo uſe.ghe. gifts 
of Providence, veſted with him for the purpoſe: of i; 
good, that, by making * friends of the mammon of Uhrigh- 
10 teouſneſs, they may attain to eternal habitations;” remem- 
bering always, that faith without good works is dead; — 
and that we can only evince the ſincerity of our religion and 
profeſſion by the obſervance of what that religion enjoins, of 
which the moſt prominent feature is charity. Recollect, 
that more blefſed are they that give than thoſe who re- 
* ceive.“ — The benevolent mind is cheered by every largels 
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